
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

KARL A. RACINE 

VIA EMAIL 

July 1, 2019 

District of Columbia Zoning Commission 
441 4th Street, NW, Suite 210-S 
Washington, DC 20001 

*** 

-

-

Re: The Office of the Attorney General's Opposition To Applicant City Partners 

5914, LLC's Request For the Extension of Time of the PUD Approved by ZC Order 

No.13-08 

Dear Members of the Zoning Commission: 

As Attorney General for the District of Columbia, I request a waiver to submit this letter detailing 

my opposition to CityPartners 5914, LLC's (CityPartners) Request for the Extension of Time of 

the PUD approved by ZC Order No. 13-08 (PUD). For the reasons set out below, an extension of 

the PUD is not in the public interest. 

***** 

CityPartners' PUD concerns three parcels of property that comprise the Congress Heights 

Apartments (Congress Heights). That property is the subject oflitigation filed by the Office of the 

Attorney General (OAG) under the Tenant Receivership Act. Through the litigation, OAG has 

uncovered a number of facts that show that it is not in the public interest for the Zoning 

Commission to extend the PUD. In its request for an extension, CityPartners argues that it should 

not be held responsible for either the conditions at Congress Heights or any delay caused by OAG's 

and the tenants' pending lawsuits because CityPartners is allegedly distinct from Sanford Capital 

and only "inherited the litigation." Those arguments are unsupported by the facts. 

First, CityPartners, and its principal Geoff Griffis, had full knowledge of their partner Sanford 

Capital's neglect of Congress Heights and willfully turned a blind eye to that neglect. The purpose 

of that neglect was to constructively evict the vast majority of the Congress Heights tenants in an 

effort to facilitate the implementation of the PUD. Second, in allegedly acquiring Congress Heights 

from Sanford Capital in December 2017, CityPartners violated both the remaining tenants' TOPA 
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